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the capital. What in that case would you say?" His answer came
back like a shot, "Move!"
The same question was often asked in different forms and was
as differently answered. When someone inquired if industrial
slavery was caused by "the aggregation of capital," George
replied, "You can aggregate capital as much as you please, as
long as you leave to labor the raw material,'*
And again, this time at a great meeting at Lambeth Baths, to
the question, "What about capital?" he replied quickly, "When
you've got the cow you've got the milk!"
On another occasion he was asked, "How do you explain the
Savior's declaration that "The poor ye have always with you?'"
"Because," answered George, "He was talking to the scribes
and Pharisees and hypocrites!"
A gentleman in England, pained at the thought of surrender-
ing his unearned increment, complained, "But this land has been
in my family for seven hundred years!"
"Well, don't you think it has been in your family long
enough?" asked George mildly.
A clergyman in Scotland, who apparently was of the same
mind as his English neighbor, announced, "We read in Holy
Writ that Jacob owned land. If it is right for Jacob it is right for
me!"
"We read in Holy Writ," replied George, "that Solomon had
five hundred wives and one thousand concubines, but I do not
consider it right for me."
At an Anti-Poverty Society meeting the question was raised,
"How does Mr. George propose to ascertain the value of the un-
earned increment?"
"I propose," George answered, "to get at the value of land by
boards of assessors." His eyes began to twinkle. "A sign could be
placed on every lot, saying, 'This lot measures so much, and it is
assessed at so much.' If that assessment is too high, the man
upon whom it was made will let you know. If it is too little, the
neighbors around who are assessed higher will let you know."
While he rarely used notes when he made a speech, he usually
retired to his couch beforehand, where, smoking slowly, he
thought through what he had to tell his audience.
Much of the formative work on his writing was done in the
same manner. A knotty problem solved, he would jump up and
write the answer at his desk in longhand or type it in a code
form—using single letters or punctuation marks to represent

